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now be efficacious, was strengthened by the reports from Ulster.
General Lake, who held the chief command in the province,
wrote from Belfast at the time of the proclamation, to the effect
that all the information he received tended to convince him
that matters were rapidly coming to a crisis; that a speedy
rising was fully determined on; that, although it would probably
not take place till the landing of the French, there could be no
certainty, and that every precaution must be taken. Scarcely
an hour, he said, passed without accounts of the success of the
United Irishmen in swearing in men of the militia. 'The
lower order of the people,' he continued, c and most of the
middle class are determined Republicans, have imbibed the
French principles, and will not be contented with anything
short of a Revolution. My ideas are not taken up hastily, but
from conversation with men of all descriptions, many of whom,
though strong for Parliamentary Reform, are now frightened,
and say we have been the cause of this measure originally, and
have now no power over our tenants and labourers-' c Nothing,'
adds Lake, ' but coercive measures in the strongest degree can
have any weight in this country.'1

The great Irish Rebellion of the eighteenth century is
always called the Rebellion of 1798 ; but the letters from Ulster
in the spring and summer of 1797, habitually speak of the
province as in a state of real, though smothered rebellion, and
the measures superseding civil by military law were justified on
that ground.

The first military raid for the purpose of seizing unregistered
arms, appears to have come upon the people as a surprise. Be-
tween March 10 and 25, more than 5,400 guns, more than 600
bayonets, and about 350 pistols, besides other arms and military
accoutrements, were seized;2 but very soon there was a general
concealment of arms which baffled the soldiers, while the con-
dition of the province became continually worse. It is ex-
tremely difficult within a short compass to give a vivid and
unexaggerated description of it. It varied in different districts,
and it is only by the perusal and comparison of great numbers
of confidential letters, written by magistrates and military

1  Lake to Pelham, March. 13,1797.

2  From returns among the Pelkam MSS.